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Subject: Comment Letter — Statewide Water Recycling Policy
Dear Ms. Townsend,

The Central Valley Clean Water Association (CVCWA) appreciates the opportunity to comment
on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (State Board) draft Statewide Water Recycling
Policy (Draft Policy) and draft Staff Report and Certified Regulatory Program Environmental
Analysis — water recycling policy (draft Staff Report). CVCWA is a consortium of 59 publicly
owned treatment works (POTWs) in the Central Valley. CVCWA’s primary purpose is to
exchange information and to provide a unified voice on regulatory issues impacting POTWs
throughout the Central Valley

CVCWA members heartily support the State’s goal of increasing water recycllng We thank the
State Board for its leadership in undertaking the Water Recycling Policy to promote the use of
recycled water within California. We support the State Board’s efforts to achieve consistency in
water recycling permitting and regulation.

Although we strongly support a Recycled Water Policy that promotes the use of recycled water as
a valuable resource in California, we are concerned that aspects of the draft Policy, as proposed,
will have the opposite of its intended effect -- discouraging the use of recycled water and making
future projects unattractive or infeasible. ' '

The attached document describes our recommendations for changes to the draft Policy. Our
concerns center on the following areas:
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1.

8.

The draft policy needs to more clearly and emphatically recognize the State Board’s support
of water recycling and acknowledge that recycled water is a resource, not a waste.

Land discharge projects should be clearly excluded from the Policy.
The Policy should recognize recycled water, used in a manner consistent with Title 22,
represent best practicable treatment or control (BPTC) and meets the State’s Antidegradation

Requirements.

The draft policy should be modified to reflect the commonality in irrigation use among
various water sources.

The draft Policy should be modified to in several areas with regards to salts and nutrients.
Most importantly, CVCW A believes that the proposed TDS limitation needs to be revised.

The draft Policy should be modified to address incidental runoff and recycled water storage.

The draft policy should be revised to defer to the California Department of Public Health
(CDPH) with regards to groundwater recharge reuse projects.

Other modiﬂ_cations.

CVCWA appreciates the effort the State Board is making to promote the use of recycled water. If
you have any questions or would like to discuss our comments further, please feel free to call me
at (530) 268-1338.

Smcerely,

Debbie Webster
Executive Officer

C:

Bobbi Larson, CASA (electronic copy)
Mary Grace Pawson, WateReuse (electronic copy)
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Central Valley Clean Water Associations
Comments on Draft Recycled Water Policy
October 2007

1. The State Board’s Commitment to Promoting Recycled Water Should be More Clearly
and Emphatically Stated

Recycled water is a key component of California’s water future. Water Code section 461 reads:
“It is hereby declared that the primary interest of the people of the state in the conservation of all
available water resources requires the maximum reuse of reclaimed water in the satisfaction of
requirements for beneficial uses of water.” In light of the water supply emergencies in the State,
promoting the use of recycled water is to the maximum benefit of the people of the State of
California. :

Although the first few findings of the draft policy recognize some of the benefits of recycled
water, the language in the findings could be strengthened. CVCWA, is aware that California
WateReuse Association will be submitting a proposed revised policy that contains specific
language regarding Resolution 77-1, the State’s existing recycled water policy and legislative
actions promoting water recycling

Recommendation: CVCWA recommends the draft Policy state even more clearly and
emphatically the State Board’s support for recycled water use. CVCWA supports inclusion into
the draft policy, the proposed paragraphs 1-3 in the WHEREAS section of WateReuse’s proposed
revised policy, and paragraph 1, General Policies, under the RESOLVED section of WateReuse’s
proposed revised policy which describe aspects of California’s existing water recycling policy
and legislative mandates regarding recycled water and promote the use of recycled water as a
valuable resource for the State of California.
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CVCWA believes that the Policy should allow some flexibility for potential recycled water
projects that cannot meet the stated requirements of the draft policy, but are otherwise viable
projects.

Recommendations: CVCWA recommends the following paragraph be added to the draft policy
in the THEREFORE section: :

In the event that an irrigation project cannot comply with all of the requirements set forth -
in paragraph 7, a Regional Water Board may allow the project to be implemented and
may establish other appropriate requirements for the project, including a requirement for
groundwater monitoring, if the Regional Water Board determines that site conditions

such as shallow groundwater could cause an increased potential for the irrieated site to
adversely affect beneficial uses or surface water quality.
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